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STILL THE PRIVILEGED PROFESSION, WITH LOTS OF GROUND STILL TO EXPLORE 


Revision of the Directory of Libraries in Halifax is underway, Publication 
_ is expected for the CLA conference next June. A map of Halifax libraries will be 
- dneluded (possibly at extra cost). The proliferation of new libraries in the 
area, a feature of the last five years, has slowed down. Major features shown in 
the revision will be healthy growth of new libraries and old, and increasing pro- 
fessional capability, new blod, and appearance of more men in the field. 


An often neglected aspect of recruitment into librarianship is the possibil- 
ity of new jobs in new libraries. Some existing libraries without professional 
staff, some industrial firms or institutions without formal libraries, some areas 
of public or private book-hunger, could use new librarians. Isn't it part of the 
librarian's duty to her (his) profession, whether or not she personally wants a 
new job, to scout these opportunities? Perhaps to demonstrate to authorities in- 
volved, or to the public, the advantages of trained library operation, and to 
point up that area’s need? Always, the administration or public authority must 
be convinced of thé value of trained librarianship before they will consider look- 
ing for someone to fill a formal position. Few librarians hunting for a jm are 
so situated that they can do that convincing of a prospective employer. Perhaps 
no librarian in the immediate area is trained or interested in the specialty of 
the prospective job opportunity, but that doesn't excuse her (him) from demonstra- 
ting, through her effectiveness in her own job, and by propaganda, what a trained 
librarian could do in the new situation. 


Would the Medical Associations disparage the situation in a frontier area, 
without making the need there known to medical men with pioneering spirit? They'd 
have the good of the public in mind. Our situation is comparable. The directors 
of provincial regional library systems have this as one of their primary functions 
but in the academic and special library fields, each librarian mst help. One may 
.estimate that four or five more trained librarians, some subject specialists, some 
public or college specialists, could make themselves jobs in the Halifax area, and 
without exhausting the possibilities. This in addition to normal annual turnover 


of about five persons. 


Random Notes: CLA conference plans proceed. Local committees have been ap- 
pointed, accomodation has been arranged, the program is developing. ... The Pro- 
vincial Library's Regional Union Catalog is also developitig, and by next spring 
should be completely filed. Additional contributors would make the Catalog more 
valuable, if card cabinets could be. obtained. ... What has happened to the local 
area correspondents for the BULLETIN? ... HLA's November meeting heard a forum 
on WN, &. govt. docs.; the BULLETIN will try to report later on this, an important 
_ and (by too many librarians, public and college) often neglected field. ...6:. 


College librarians will find useful ammnition in B. K. Sandwell's speech at 
a especial McGill University convocation making the opening of a new wing of the 
Redpath Library. Write to the Librarian for a copy. 
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: B. J. Pratt, long recognized as Oanada's foremost poet brought, out. another 
velume of poetry in 1952, deals vith the bailéing of the 
C.P.R, and especially with the hopes and of Six Jotm A, MacDonald. 


: Rarle Birney, in Prial of a City, hes imagined that Vancouver is trial. 
for its contiqued existence, Th ft lbp tan oe tty 


In the back of the book = Rae shorter 
poems. the title "North Star West". : — se sage 
poem of the section. | 7 


—— — 22 
ok. - are, put. out by the Contect Press in. S covers. hie) 
produced. fhe poetry is often wildy cebeliiows 9 
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th k as yy. the current trends as they con- 
éern the novel. Now it will be pe: fectly to everyone that thevonly e 
‘@h amateur can bring forth ich’ a’ nebulous subject’ are a mass of prejui- : 
iees,: and’ thie I cpg tapes to h ‘great “ : 


judiees and thereby | 


There is @ Lot of 1 ow 
not what it used to be, < : . at 
incessantly. we hee ee en Ee 
ery one can usually satisfy - 
if they are inclined t 
Keyes. We shouldn't cance’ abou these 
complaining until: poor’ print end paper ends their literary sojourn. 

need 


Another group with whom we. 
too feel that the novel is not what it 
Are they and their cronies, the book clubs, een the goose of golden egg fane? 
I think they are, although I for’ one von a 12 Too 
they have been pulling the wool over the eyes of the so-called book loveré. It is 
all wey elite SAA WaMER eae »of books a year from the book clubs as they are 
excellent for interior decoration and give one’a reputation for learning, but it is 


one has to pay anywhere from $4.50° to #10 for three or four pounds of artificiality 
which concerns’ seme dreary'mortal ‘who can*t make up his mind: The very popular 
historical romance: has’ become Jargely.an improbable romance of gymnastic propor- 
tions generously spiced with hietorical inaccuracies. Mr. Gilbert Highet has vrit- 
ten a lovely review of — od mi ates to he § r Chalic 

the Saturday Reviey lately\polished off The. ne _by Frank ¢ . 
by Selinko and Rosamond Marshall*s The Gener: ench, 80 you a not: 

ing this up entirely. T honestly: believe that the book club and best’ seller enthu~ 
siaste will be part of a race apart in the future. Not only will their minds be .. 
bruised but. they will have developed'a concave shape resulting from balancing 
weighty tomes on their otomnchs while: reading in bed'at night. a 





















However, thie’ ie not very. constrnctive’ criticiem. I really feel that people 
are becoming very tired of Being told by Hénry Seidel Canby and the advertising 
agencies that a book which is sloppily written, unbalanced, and with a hackneyed 
plot is going to change the’ of literature. They are beginning to refuse to . 
buy them, and in’ theiy seareh for something that rings true they are turning to 
non-fiction. 

Now we all know it is nonsense to say the hovel isn't what it used to be. If 
that seems like a contradict cpl Many, many, excellent novels are 
shing firms, tising a; they normally find their way 
into the hallowed pages of t i. I'll admit that some 
of the books I will mention’ ong glance by the latter, but 
usually the only attractive’ “is the price at the bottom. 
The books rarely cost more | thinking of The Finan 

by Nerayans’. Thi blished in England by 
Methuen: e it received wit ‘Americans té ses it ‘at 
all it had to be published & emall nnivérsity: It | 
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sive notice in the Book of the Month Club Mews; — “ 
like an Indian version of Ma Perkins. Price three ¢ ( 
atill 








that. I om greatly prejudiced against what is being written. across 
you, I. have tried and out of the whole her I have come up with ff 
Mary McCarthy appeals to me the most and I think she is a very i | 
Her Groves deme is a balanced, thoughtful book. She has the gehel 
the ability and an intuitive feeling for words, all of which go to make up | 
good writing”. In addition her theme ie co porary and full of 
interest. The central character is a despicable man, egocentric, bad tempered. 
and full of self-righteousness. You not only see tle but you tow why be is, 





without the dabious blessing of longwinded explanations. 
Z think sn Hemingway's last book he achieved the color, ataomer® aad 
feeling of the old classical tragedy. The story unfolds directly befere you~ 


yon Aish Little eben 40 at the: Ste a0. $5 Rees eee 
grow on you, as they say, until you realize that in a few pages, Hem 

there was to say about the old man and said it well. Carson alles 

to be a shining light on an othervise dismal soene and I do think thet Truman 


Capote wrote an entirely satisfying book in The Glass Farp. 


In Canada ve seen to be getting avay finally and at lesb from the typi- 
cal Canadian novel. By this I mean we are thinking more of the great novel than 
that great Canadian novel. Although there are several authors who are typical of 
this change I feel that the most outstanding contemporary ones arg: Ethel ‘Wilson 
and Ernest Buckler. “Topas"y the Innocent Traveler could be her‘ a » incon 
sequential self in Bombay or Atlantic City. Although I must say that Mr. Backler's 
: : the ‘nowntein ant tn pe ee ee 











: slaplash writing nor is there any bending over backwards for effect. 


This is beginning to sound more and more like a travelogue but as.ve 
wave goodbye to historic Halifax let us see what literary adventures await us in 


In spite of the fact that there is a spate of —— rehashing the 


the continent at least the political novel is retaining ite. oothold 3 
ition of Malraux, Silone and Koesstler, Carlo Vei's The Watch 4s cone 
postwar unrest in Italy and although it is * in nework: and. 









Struck Me by Roderick Milton about contemporary — — 


In France I shall mention two very.-different witers who have — 


——— Mauriac and Colette. The former assumes a highly. 
he obviously loathes women but his stories are fasptoating end westten vith wack 
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because I am saeured. by even the London Times that it 18 not public library 
mayerig! et ee eee 


Now I. hope this hasty mase of prejudices and catalog of authors and titles 
will convince you if you needed convincing that the general trend of the novel is 
not downhill, On the contrary, fiction writing is to my mind in a very. healthy 
condition indeed and who knows, someday the publishers may or: the breast sellers 
and costume novels in favor of those who can write.. 








CURRENT LITERATURE; POETRY . (Continued from Page 4) 


, edited by Arthur 8. Bourinot, is the official poetry mage- 
sine of the ‘authors Association. <Attractively printed, it includes some 
excéllent pootry and some that is mediocre, 


The only other Canadian magasine devoted solely or chiefly to poetry is The 
» which has been lished since 1945 by the Bliss Carman Society of 

Fredericton, N. B. an outlet for local poets, its scope has been broad- 
ened this year to inelude writers from any part of the English-speaking world. In 
May 1953 it appeared in a new format, entirely printed for the first time. Dr. A. 
G. Bailey, Dean of Arts at U.N.B. and author of Border River (Indian File Series, 
no.5, MeClelland & Stewart, 1952) is chairman of the editorial comeittee and Dr... 
Fred Cogswell of the. Department of English is editor. 








» Rogers’ and Mise Lockhart's articles were originally presented as part 
of a Forum on Trends in Current —— at the 14th Conference of the Maritime 
Library Aseociation, Sydney - 0.5 dune 19, 1953 — J— 








INTRODUCING THE COLLEGE LIBRARY: UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK (Contd. from p.12) 


eer. Sa. oo: nine. Sie ain paul item he: detaned far firut-vege otetet It 
st problem | having « member of the library steff go over 











.+eBUT RELY ON PERSONAL CONTACT WITH NEW STUDENTS 


ik he: Setelididy ote écilein your, teh ta pun LaninMnnli Gcheumn 
new students? Here are the replies sent to the MLA BULLETIN by college and uni~ 
versity librarians in the Atlantic Provinces. 


DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY ty Douglas Lochhead 


At Dalhousie all new students in the arts and Science faculties receive a 
formal introduction to the library in the form of library tours (atrang éuring 
class hours) and prepared literature. This year, with the cooperation 7 
partment of English, groups of at out twenty freshmen héard members of the profes- 
Rene 
— books of the collection. Routines of borrowing reserve, 
patie Joe Ripa pte k books were explained in great detail. In addition, 
new students were shown the catalog department, ‘the Book Club (current fiction 
and nonfiction), the microcard re@der and microfilm reader, and the extent of the 


six floors of stack space, 


or Rather than attempt to make junior-grade librarians of the —— a through 
formal lectures, question assignments, etc., it was felt that a introduc- 

- tion to the library such as that outlined above was the more way to in- 

troduce the library. The tours were supplanented by a brie? pristed guite to the 

gldibrary with the accent on the old maxim, “When in doubt ask a librarian." Honour 

students in third and fourth years, and graduate students, will be given formal 

- lectures in November by the librarian on the bibliographical aids of their sub- 


jects. 
Two pieces of library literature were distributed to every new student—-a 
copy of , @ brief six-page guide to the routines of library 
borrowing; -@ one-page handout introducing the Morse Collection of books, 


maps and manuscripts. : 
ST, FRANCIS XAVIER UNIVERSITY by Sister Regina Claire — 


At this time of year we usually take all the new students through the lib- 
rary and give a short lecture. We take them in groups, so that the lecture will 
be more easily reached and understood by all. Of course, special emphasis is 
placed on the individual contacts made all during the semester. The following 
will give you an idea of what we include in the initial lecture; 





= A tour through the library, returning to the Circulation Desk for lecture. 


e Each student was given a mimeographed sheet called “Introduction to the 


— Two other pamphlets were also distributed to each: “Cataloging 
and indexing services" and “How to use the Reader's Guide" cH. W. Wileon,. 


3. The card index ie then explained. In other words, the students are show 
how to a book. Many of them do not know the ial ste; 
process. We have application slips near the card index cabinet 
sendenta are shown hov to copy the desired information from the eatalog - 
* recat Sa" ah eee ae a pa | 















the exception of Alberta: 
as are also the mire dt 
Mexico, Trinidad, 

need for library orient 
struction has been plans 


periodical — and general 46 
ation (and practice), : pede er ins 
library resources for the't 

piling See 
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self; every student, whether new or old, was provided with a mimes, 
ment about the library and all were required to sign the Library’ 


_ During the first week of regular classes. all First Yoar at 
dressed in groups in the library by the Librarian, and in. my. t 
matters. as the routine for lending out books, vbooks, £ ind: 
the shelves, etc. As a follow-up, all students were required’ om . 
the Main Reading Roam indicating on it the positions of —— 
or other library material. 


During the academic year students are kept informed of lihr 
yulletin (now. 
additions. to the library and gives advice on how to make the best use. 
_Tary’s resources. | iD SRS Se 
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-) Firstly, at the beginning of the college year 11 frestnen —— 
. ‘tered, at. King's are taken over the library, and introduced to the 1 * 









are shown how.to make the best use of it; the —— that —— follow for 
withdrawing books is then carefully explained to them. Pasha) sake » 

This year, as usual, i pass Se — of the libre 
potating out that, for its'sise, it ponsessed « resarbably fine, in- 
: one 





DALBOUSTE MEDICAL-DRNPAL LTERARY 


First~yeer. Medical students are required to attend on e 
instrustion during the fall term. The class is divided into n 
ich group ——— a pi for visiting —* library. The Jit 
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cataloging” 
















orm — lectures have been. ‘given is term on 
tea * we have ‘tried introducing new — — be Libr 













th etiotant tanrerion: net new : 
day in 1952 and handed them copies Ste come $e si i 
of Frestman Week, all the new students came to 
of the campus. Led by sophomore team captains 
groups of ten to fifteen students were given 
cal layout of the building. Every effort was 
friendly, attractive place. 


later in the week, the English Departmen 
fessors handed out mimeographed sheets entitled 
classes of new students and then brought the to 
instruction as part of their regular class work. | 
divided {nto gros of ten or fifteen and weré shawn the of 
das, the dictionaries, the indexes to periodicals, etc. the : 
period, they were given library exercises to do. The ——— vero 
‘the Assistant Librarian and were counted by the professors as part of 
classroom work. Most of the students seemed to grasp the ce | 
readily, and only two out of 140 failed on the test. 


_ - Circulation during the period from October to April was twenty 
. higher. than during the previous year. The Reference Librarien reported rag 
queries and many more. opportunities to help etudents find what they = 
ine Se TT ste in tied ar Oh ea 





nent last year was smaller than for 1951-53. fhe figures exceeded even the reo- 
ord set in 1949 when the veterans were with ns. 


"The plan bas been repeated this year with minor modifications, 





© gmge ita success with any 

















Clark, of J. Clark°@ fon ied. 





year end that their labore will be supplemented by voluntary help. After that, F 
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size, ‘borrowers have been able to rent fraued reprodu of famous paintin, 
Thig t — proced quite popular and a — te. — is servic 
been si 









7 The idea, of course, is to make available — ‘af ms works of . 
art so that students may decorate their rooms while attending the University. i 

addition, under the direction of the Art Committee, a subcommitt » Liber 
Committee, large reproductions suitably fremed are being hung throughout the Uni- 
versity, so that students may learn to recognize some of the se ter-—mmown ert: 
masterpieces, both at the University and in their rooms. ete ee ah Lk 


Over two hundred new prints have been purchased along « with « « large 2 
of standard-sised frames. Borrowers have a wider selection of pik ures to « 
















depositories in i . 
— — ei * 
Deputy Minister of Education, the library will also be on the : 
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which includes Mrs. Flemming, Mise: Moir ——— ‘and an ry 2. — — 
Mrs. sing yh bond rate panel on ‘the @ibject ef Librértes, ‘at sone : 





time in the Week. Other: 


: he Hons Claude Dy ‘Taylor, Minister of Bduc- 
ation, Dr, Marguerite Michaud: of 


* College, —⸗ Desmond Pacey, author 





of wellknown ni ldren’s books. : 
tosis Se pe th gut ot omg Canada's oak Wek ty ernsing the 

















Pied Piper Book Glub in October. Sparked by Hubert Button, chairm of ‘the Public 


attractive yellow, white a ; 
the children of 3 ‘ 
story told by childrea in‘g » Sand 6. A program - 
informed of Club progress. "iter, fn neabers — 
program. = * 

Mies i zabeth , ‘ 


lation of children's. — 
and was still —— — 5* 
province could profite 
wholesque literature. ⸗ 
news stends. ‘Mr. Buttes 
samples of material to" 
their ovn communi tee. . —— — 


Wider observanee ‘of. 
New Brunswick. The Depe 
of free literature to & 
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Librarian of the Old Mange Litrery a, 
Newcastle, invited the Association to hold ite 1954 meeting in Howeastle. — 









of the reading room and — of other newer — —— 
donation of the late . —2 ee oy — 
» the Librarian would like to acknoule age. 
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